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became hereditary before the end of the neolithic age.
Before the historic era opens, distinction was made between
bright gods who dwelt aloft, and underground spirits to
whom sacrifices were burnt alive in pits. Human sacrifices
seem to have been gradually done away—to revive later;
but dark and weird rites were associated with the groves.
At these K'ung Fu-tse shuddered.
Divination was made by the markings on tortoise and
other bones, and by the diagrams collected later in the
Book of Changes. This system seems to have developed from
the trigrams of Fu-hsi (perhaps a series of numbers or
letters), but was elaborated into hexagrams by Wen Wang,
Duke of Chou, and his son Chou K'ung, and with them
we come definitely to history.
The earlier dynasties, Hsia (c. 2205-1766) and Shang
(c, 1766-1150), 'followed the usual path from glory to
ignominy'. It is enough to note that monarchy became
hereditary, and that coins were introduced by T'ang, who
also figures as the hero in a disastrous famine. Offering
himself as a sacrifice in a mulberry-grove, he prayed for
mercy upon the starving masses, and as he prayed the
rain came. From very early time the monarch is a Son of
Heaven and also a symbol of his people,
Of the Shang Dynasty the bones discovered in large
quantities in Honan tell us that while all were ancestor-
worshippers, some were devout and others were sceptical.
Much of the Shu-Ching and of the Odes is borrowed, and
much may be corrected by further study of these valuable
documents of the second millennium b.c. The discovery
of these relics has already thrown much light on the
Chinese of the twelfth or eleventh century b.c. and the
early roots of their civilization. They know how to write,
using characters which have passed beyond the pictorial
form, and they engrave them on bone and ivory as well as
on wood and bamboo. They are to develop this art.into
that of incising stone and making rubbings: and ultimately
of printing with wooden blocks long before any other
people. Some of the Odes collected in the Shih-CUng five

